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CARL  GRAMMER  AND  FERGUS  REID  HALLS 


Located  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


IN  the  foothills  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  in  an  historic  section  of  Virginia,  Sweet 
Briar  has  a  three  thousand  acre  campus  of  lawns,  meadows,  orchards  and  wooded  hills. 
Founded  in  190!  and  opened  in  1906,  the  College  belongs  to  the  twentieth  century 
and  is  the  product  of  twentieth  century  educational  ideals  and  standards,  but  its  roots 
go  far  back  into  the  past.  For  many  years  Sweet  Briar  was  one  of  the  largest  planta- 
tions In  Piedmont  Virginia.  Sweet  Briar  House,  the  plantation  home  of  the  founders 
of  the  College,  still  stands,  and  is  now  the  home  of  President  Meta  Glass.  A  spacious 
building  with  arched  white  porticos,  surrounded  by  one  of  the  most  beautiful  boxwood 
gardens  to  be  found  in  this  country,  the  old  place  spreads  its  influence  throughout  the 
College  and  tempers  the  active  life  of  a  modern  college  community  with  the  gracious 
dignity  and  leisured  peace  of  an  older  civilization. 


ACADEMIC  BUILDING 


X^HITE  columns  and  ivy-covered 
arcades  are  typical  of  Sweet  Briar, 
as  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  and  the 
red  Piedmont  soil  are  typical  of  the 
surrounding  countryside.  Fletcher 
Hall,  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran 
Library,  Academic  Building,  and  four 
dormitories  —  Gray,  Carson,  Ran- 
dolph and  Manson — with  the  central 
Refectory  are  shown  here.  The  two 
freshman  dormitories,  Carl  Grammer 
and  Fergus  Reid,  face  these  buildings 
on  the  other  side  of  the  quadrangle. 


THE  REFECTORY 
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I  HE  style  and  ma+erials  of  the 
buildings  are  particularly  appropriate 
to  Virginia  and  to  Sweet  Briar's 
plantation  background.  Planned  as  a 
whole  from  the  beginning  by  Ralph 
Adams  Cram,  the  buildings  are  har- 
monious in  design  and  each  building 
has  been  erected  in  its  appointed 
place  in  the  complete  plan,  which 
ultimately  provides  for  sixteen  build- 
ings in  the  two  main  quadrangles — 
residential  and  academic — and  a  stu- 
dent body  restricted  to  five  hundred. 


THE  GYMNASIUM 
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THE   MARY   HELEN   COCHRAN    LIBRARY    .    .    .    Core  and  center  of  the  academic  life  of  the  campus. 


Emphasizing 


THE  body  of  knowledge  as  an  enriching  herl-fage  for  life,  Sweet  Briar  offers  to  women 
a  liberal  education  based  upon  a  recognition  of  the  importance  of  the  major  fields  of 
learning  and  their  inter-relationships.  Small,  with  a  limited  enrollment;  friendly,  with 
a  real  sense  of  comradeship  among  the  students  and  between  the  students  and  faculty; 
privately  endowed  and  non-denominational,  with  an  essential  freedom  of  thought  and 
action;  hard-working,  with  a  deep  concern  for  things  of  the  mind  and  the  spirit; 
beautiful,  with  great  physical  charm  of  background  and  surroundings.  Sweet  Briar  has 
created  for  itself  a  distinctive  atmosphere,  a  way  of  living  and  working  and  studying, 
which  makes  a  vital  and  permanent  contribution  to  the  lives  of  its  students. 


THE  MAIN  READING  ROOM 


DTUDIO  practice  in  drawing,  n 
laboratory  work  in  conjunction  w 
ciation  of  art.    A  major  in  Art 
Arts  including  courses  in  Art,  K/ 
degree. 
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work  designed  to  correct  indivic 
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cussion  at  a   professor's  home, 
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SWEET  BRIAR'S  extensive  camj 
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LISTENING   HOUR 

Prepara-Hon  for  many  classes  in  Music 
involves  hours  of  listening,  and  an 
excellent  and  diversified  library  of 
records  is  provided  for  this  purpose. 


A  student,  who  is  nnajoring  in  Mathematics  as 
a  prerequisite  for  the  study  of  architecture, 
demonstrates  a   problem  in   perspective. 


Within  the  four  broad  fields  of  Languages  and  Liferafure,  Natural  and  Mathematical  Sciences,  Fine 
Arts  and  Social  Studies  the  curriculum  at  Sweet  Briar  is  organized.  The  work  of  the  first  two  years 
is  planned  to  acquaint  the  student  as  widely  as  possible  with  these  fields;  the  work  of  the  last  two  years  is 
concentrated  upon  a  selected  field  of  major  Interest. 

The  College  favors  methods  of  instruction  that  offer  the  greatest  possible  opportunities  for  individual 
development.  Classes  small  enough  to  approach  the  seminar  in  method;  the  tutorial  system  in  many  of  the 
upperclass  courses,  the  opportunity  to  read  for  honors,  and  interdepartmental  majors  for  students  more 
interested  in  the  inter-relation  of  knowledge  over  a  broad  field  than  in  specialization  are  some  of  the 
methods  by  which  Sweet  Briar  seeks  to  lead  the  student  to  independent  work  and  constructive  thinking  in 
the  field  of  her  choice. 

In  the  sciences  instruction  in  the  advanced  courses  is  designed  to  provide  a  sound  foundation  for  graduate 
study  or  professional  training,  in  the  elementary  courses  to  give  the  student  an  enlightened  understanding 
of  the  physical  world  in  which  she  lives  and  her  own  relation  to  it. 
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A  Grocery  Store — in  illustration  of  the  laws  governing  the  labeling  of  food 


The  College  Bake  Shop  and  Kitchen    .    .    .    the  Sweet  Briar  Dairy 


Practical  observation  and  experience,  as  an  aid 
to  an  Intelligenf  understanding  of  the  contemporary 
world,  Is  used  widely  by  students  in  the  Social  Studies 
and  frequent  field  trips  are  taken  through  the  College, 
to  the  surrounding  rural  communities,  to  neighboring 
cities  and   civic  institutions. 


A  Class  in  the 
Economics  of  Consumption 
Visits  .  .  . 


and  the  College  Farm  to  observe  methods  of  strip  farming. 


Promoting 


THE  values  and  implicafions  of  community  living 
as  preparation  for  citizenship  in  a  democracy, 
Sweet  Briar  seeks  to  give  its  students  a  sense  of 
social  responsibility  and  a  recognition  of  the  mutual 
duties  and  privileges  upon  which  democratic  insti- 
tutions are  based.  To  train  students  in  self-depen- 
dence the  College  makes  attendance  upon  religious 
services  voluntary,  offers  voluntary  class  attendance 
to  able  and  dependable  students,  puts  the  regula- 
tion of  daily  and  social  life  in  the  hands  of  the  stu- 
dents, and  encourages  them  to  study  their  own  needs. 


The  Library  steps  provide  a  convenient  place  to 
read  the  morning  mail  and  the  news  from  home. 


THE    COMMON    ROOM 

A  popular  recreational  center, 
with  its  white  brick  walls,  wal- 
nut furniture  and  red  cushions. 
Groups  of  girls  are  always 
there,  to  talk,  to  smoke,  to  play. 
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The  annual   May  Day   Dance   In   the   gymnasiunn,   transformed   for  the  occasion  info  an   elaborafe  Viennese   ballroom. 


I  HE  annual  celebration  of 
May  Day  is  one  of  Sweet 
Briar's  best  loved  traditions. 
Coming  at  the  full  flowering 
of  the  spring  season  this 
festival,  which  has  been  cel- 
ebrated every  year  since  the 
College  opened,  has  come 
to  typify  to  generations  of 
students  the  abiding  beauty 
of  Sweet  Briar  and  of  Sweet 
Briar's  way  of  life.  Pictured 
here  in  the  boxwood  circle, 
in  front  of  the  wisteria  cov- 
ered portico  of  Sweet  Briar 
House,  the  May  Queen's 
court  is  shown  as  it  starts  its 
procession  into  the  West  Dell. 


There  are  many  student  activities  at  Sweet  Briar — 
enough  for  everybody  to  take  part  In  them.  The  Student 
Government  Association,  which  is  based  on  the  hlonor 
System,  handles  the  social  life  and  discipline  of  the 
College.  The  Y.  W.  C.  A.  is  active  in  many  forms  of  social 
work,  especially  in  the  rural  schools  of  the  county. 
Language  and  departmental  clubs,  such  as  the  English, 
French,  German,  Spanish  and  International  Relations  Clubs, 
promote  intellectual  interests  outside  the  classroom.  Ex- 
cellent opportunities  in  choral  music  are  offered  by  the 
Choir,  and  by  the  Glee  Club,  which  gives  concerts  in  con- 
junction with  the  glee  clubs  of  neighboring   universities. 

Student  dramatics  constitute  one  of  the  rewarding  activ- 
ities of  the  campus.  Directed  by  the  instructor  in  Speech 
and  Drama,  the  dramatic  association.  Paint  and  Patches, 
stages  a  number  of  productions  each  year,  including  an 
outdoor  play  at  Commencement.  Students  get  valuable 
experience  in  the  techniques  of  stagecraft,  designing 
scenery,  costumes  and  lighting  effects  and  doing  much  of 
the    work    of    constructing    and    executing    the    designs. 


^  >,■ .  ^-  ..- 


b  PORTS  of  all  kinds  play  an  important 
part  in  the  life  of  the  college.  Riding, 
hockey,  basketball,  lacrosse,  archery,  water 
sports,  the  dance,  tennis,  hiking  and  base- 
ball are  among  the  organized  sports. 
Golf  instruction  is  available  and  facilities 
for    badminton,    squash    and    deck    tennis. 


Sweet  BRIAR'S  country  location  and  its 
extensive  campus  naturally  lead  to  outdoor 
living,  which  the  mild  climate  of  Virginia 
makes  possible  during  much  of  the  year. 
For  indoor  work  in  Physical  Education  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  the  Daisy  Williams 
Gymnasium  provides  ample  facilities.  For 
outdoor  sports  and  recreation  there  are 
two  hockey  fields,  tennis  courts,  an  archery 
range,  indoor  and  outdoor  riding  rings, 
a  stable  of  excellent  horses,  and  miles  of 
bridle   paths  on   Sweet   Briar  property. 

The  Sweet  Briar  lake  is  a  beautiful  spot, 
with  Its  wooded  shores  and  its  log-and- 
stone  boathouse.  Here  the  safe  enjoyment 
of  water  sports  Is  possible.  The  boathouse 
houses  rowboats  and  canoes.  Is  equipped 
with  diving  boards,  and  has  a  com- 
fortable lounge  room  and  wide  sun  decks. 

An  attractive  rustic  cabin  in  a  wooded 
setting  on  Paul's  Mountain  provides  a  de- 
lightful place  for  hiking  picnics  and  week- 
end camping  trips.  A  huge  stone  fireplace 
in  the  big  living  room,  comfortable  bunk 
space  for  eight  and  a  well-equipped 
kitchen  appeal  to  all  those  who  have  a 
"back-to-nature"  urge. 

Among  the  ever  popular  gathering  places 
on  the  campus  Is  the  Boxwood  Inn,  with  Its 
tea-room  and  its  outdoor  terraces.  For  a 
few  moments  relaxation  between  classes, 
for  a  good  meal,  for  a  "coke"  or  afternoon 
tea,  for  sustenance  after  studying  hard  at 
night,  for  the  pleasure  of  meeting  and 
talking  with  friends,  the  Inn  is  the  place 
the   students    go. 
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A  Scene  from  Shakespeare's  "As  You  Like  It" 


bWEET  BRIAR  College  was  founded  by  Indiana  Fletcher  Williams  who,  upon  her 
death  in  1900,  left  the  Sweet  Briar  plantation  and  all  her  estate  for  that  purpose  as  a 
"perpetual  memorial"  to  her  only  daughter,  Daisy,  who  had  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
The  College  opened  its  doors  with  an  enrollment  of  thirty-six  students  and  graduated 
its  first  class,  numbering  five,  in    1910. 

Sweet  Briar's  present  enrollment  is  limited  by  dormitory  capacity  to  450.  It  has  always 
drawn  its  students  widely  from  all  sections  of  the  country,  so  that  here,  against  a  back- 
ground of  the  Virginia  countryside,  girls  from  many  states  rub  elbows  and  discover 
an  essential  unity  under  surface  differences. 

Although  located  in  the  country.  Sweet  Briar  is  far  from  being  remote.  It  is  served 
by  the  Sweet  Briar  station  on  the  main  line  of  the  Southern  Railroad  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  south  of  Washington  and  twelve  miles  north  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  Fre- 
quent bus  service  connects  with  other  railroads  in  Lynchburg,  and  it  is  easily  accessible 
by  way  of  U.  S.  Highways  29  and  60. 
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